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Distribution, Recognition and Accountability System For Intellectual and 
Copy Written Properties in Digital Media's 


Field of Invention 

The present invention represents a method of regulating e-comerce in the interest of 
protecting property such as information, art, performances or ideas which are copy written, 
licensed or patented. The present invention will be applied in recognition and making 
accountable of electronic transference of property via the Internet or other electronic medium. 

History of the Invention 

The world of electronic commerce and information distribution is rapidly changing. With 
the increasing use of electronic media for the transference of copy written property there has 
arisen a need to hold such transactions accountable to the property holder. Downloadable music 
such as Mp3 files are an example of a product seeking a market solution for accountability in the 
electronic realm. The present invention provides such a solution for the owners of property 
which may be traded in the electronic marketplace. The concern to the property owner is with 
receiving payment for the transfer of said property, when unaccounted for copies of the property 
are being distributed from individual to individual. As the velocity of computing power increases 
into the future, the ability to detect and record transactions of property across the electronic 
medias will be more readily enabled. 

Patent law has not allowed its grasp to become stagnant in embracing the requirements 
of the virtual world. For this reason we now witness the consideration of business activities via. 
electronic mediums as novel, and companies are scrambling to posses the nuts and bolts of doing 
business in the cyber world. US. Patent number 5,960,41 1, Method and System for Placing a 
Purchase Order via a Communications Network" is an example of such recent developments, as 
is US. Patent # 5,191,573, Method for Transmitting a Desired Digital Video or Audio Signal", 
also US. Patent # 5,715,314, "Network Sales System". 

While these patents relate to business within electronic medium, US method of doing 
business patent's number 5,926,796, "Method and Apparatus for Selling Subscriptions to 
Periodicals in a Retail Environment" and US. Patent 5,950,173, "System and Method for 
Delivering Consumer Product Related information to Consumers Within Retail Environments 
using Internet-Based Information Servers and Sales Agents" hearken back to the retail 
environment as a resource to instigate beneficial commerce between multiple parties. The latter 
is particularly interesting and somewhat short sighted in that products may be referenced by the 
antiquated "UPC" system in collusion or in deference to web resource codes, rather than simply 
by HTML codes and URL identification exclusively, as may be the way of the future. URL's are 
unique identifiers, which are universally accepted and readily access more pertinent information 
than "UPC" codes. 
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The present invention is concerned with holding accountable the proliferation of copy 
written, or intellectual property via electronic mediums. Currently there are several suggested 
solutions to hold individuals, institutions and corporations accountable to intellectual or copy 
written proprietors. An example is the "Secure Digital Music Initiative", an organization which 
is soliciting suggestions to standardize a method of protection in coordination with producers of 
music, electronic hardware and electronic service organizations. 

Summary of the Invention 

Certain elements must be present for a transaction of property in the from of digital data 
files to be held accountable in the electronic realm. Such property must be identifiable via. a 
particular coding to be recognized by [Internet servers] Internet Providers. Network Providers 
and Internet server s world wide. Such a code could be in the form of a precursor, not unlike the 
universally recognized "http://" employed in the world wide web, or perhaps by property type, 
not unlike the .edu, .mil, .com, .org designations also employed in web addressing. Coding for 
the promotion of commerce in electronic media is herein referred to as a Transaction Code 
Identifier. Along with a Transaction Code Identifier further specific descriptors of the type of 
information contained in the file, the identity of the property owner, and the requirements to be 
agreed to by the recipient before the file is transferred may be bundled with the actual digital 
property file to make a [mochila] copyw. or bundle which may be transferred as a whole via 
electronic medias. In the process of making a transaction, further information must be transferred 
between parties. There must be information on the purchaser, a method of payment and further 
information to provide security for both the purchaser and the purchasee. Transaction coding 
may be in the form of inbedded coding, interlaced within the actual product so as to make it 
difficult to remove the transaction related information. It is herein suggested that Transaction 
Code Identifiers may be identified by the word or coding ["Mochila"] ".copyw" as in 
www.copyw/hitsong.com or www.hitsong/copyw/uspto.gov . but the actual term used is not as 
significant as its intended function, and the present invention should not be limited by such 
manner. 

That the property is prefaced by or bundled with a Transaction Code Identifier shall 
define a copy of said property as a proper copy. Proper copies of copy written properties will 
then be offered by servers to be downloaded to consumers via. electronic transference upon 
consent of the consumer to provide enumeration from an account under the control of the 
consumer. The proper copy of the property file may then be downloaded to the consumer for 
personal usage. Currently Intellectual or Copy written Properties are traded via. a single 
"manufacture", or through a small number of vendors who have license with the original supplier 
to be distributors. Upon the consumer seeking out a particular product, or viewing an online 
catalog, consumers may request further information on a product or instigate the ordering 
process. There are multiple scenarios and processes which occur at this point. The customer may 
make a request by clicking on a button which calls a specific URL, or begins the process of 
downloading a JAVA program which initiates the sales process by addressing the computational 
issues from the consumers computer. There are multiple security systems that are being used and 
proposed to make the process secure. However certain information must be transferred 
regarding the consumer and the supplier to effectively insure a successful transaction. 
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Pursuant to the present invention the [Transaction Code Identifier] Transaction Code 
Identifier (TCI) shall reside as a dormant aspect of the property file upon the consumers 
computer. Software shall specify that the code will neither be heard or seen as part of the 
property file, and the code will not interfere with the function or enjoyment of the downloaded 
property. 

When files are uploaded to a server as email or attachments the server will scan the 
transmission for Transaction Code Identifiers. Upon uploading, or in preparation of downloading 
to an addressee, if a transaction code is recognized the [server] server, Internet Provider (IP), or 
Network Provider (NP will gate the transmission with regard to the proper copy of the property 
until the requirements of downloading are met by the recipient. If the transmission originates 
from a commercial source, the requirements of the downloading must also be met before 
commencing downloading. This arrangement shall place [servers] servers. Internet Providers, 
and Network Providers in the position of monitoring data that is being transmitted through their 
systems. It will then become an issue for network servers to address the further proliferation of 
copies of properly formatted properties. 

What is unique about the above delineation is that producers of intellectual property and 
consumers of intellectual property may be regarded equally by network servers. There are 
vendors of copy written material, and when consumers themselves proliferate copies of said copy 
written material, they are in effect defacto distributors of said copy written material. While the 
consideration given to the defacto distributors may be non monetary, ie. in some way intrinsic or 
in other ways rewarding to the defacto distributors, before the property file is transferred by the 
server, the recipient must agree to become a consumer of the product, ie. they must agree to the 
terms specified to receive the download. Herein all transfers of intellectual or copy written 
property are held accountable via. [servers] servers, IP's. NP's to the property holder, regardless 
of the originator of the transaction. It then becomes the position of the web servers to be 
responsive to the needs of property holders. 

It is easy to see this relationship between property holders, [web servers] IP's. NP's . 
defacto distributors and customers may be performed gratis by [web servers] IP's. NP's . because 
commerce on the Internet is in the [web servers] IP's. NP's best interest. However, it is also 
foreseeable that as the computational power, due diligence, or the task of keeping ahead of 
freeloaders becomes more burdensome, web servers may wish to establish themselves as 
technological resources, with research and programing platforms to offer for a price to property 
holders. It is further forseeable that web servers may also make themselves statistically 
accountable to property holders. While it is understood that there will always be a percentage of 
freeloaders who succeed in evading the resources of property holders, [web servers] IP's. NP's . 
and third parties interested in holding consumers accountable, particular [web servers] IP's. NP's 
may choose to account for estimated losses and compensate property holders as guarantors of 
private property, in an attempt to increase the trafficking of properties through specific web 
servers. 

In the preferred embodiment of present invention, [web servers] IP's. NP's enter the 
marketplace as willing providers of accountability to intellectual and copy written property 
holders, whose property is transferred through their domains. The present invention changes the 
directionality and accountability previously associated with traditional methods of doing 
business. Previously there was a flow of accountability from manufacture, to distributor, to 
retailer, to consumer, to agents which are ultimately responsive to the original manufacture to 


insure that theft at any level is avoided and accountability to the interests of the Intellectual or 
Copy written property holder is ultimately 
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maintained. In the preferred embodiment of the present invention the directional flow of product 
and accountability is altered. All parties interested in the proliferation of Copy written or 
Intellectual property may be regarded as distributors* The act of distributing Intellectual or Copy 
written property may or may not be ultimately compensated by the property owner; but transfers 
will not occur from the domain of a [web server] an IP, NP without meeting the requirements set 
forth by the owners of said Intellectual or Copy written Property. 

The owner of a given Intellectual or Copy written Property (ICP), may establish 
distribution rights on several levels with numerous vendors. For example, music publisher M, 
may decide to have an ICP distributed through several web service organizations (WSO's). 
These web service organizations may have music web sites where customers shop for music. 
Customers may sample selections of music from a WSO's web sites before deciding to purchase 
downloads of proper copies of music. These WSO's will be able to effectively receive payment 
from the consumer, in accordance with the terms specified by the original property holder as 
delineated in the format of the proper copy, or the [mochila] copyw of the property. [Web 
servers] IP's, NP's monitoring their domain see a properly formatted ICP and the transmission of 
the ICP is gated until the requirement of the ICP are met. After completing the transfer, the 
WSO's transfer the appropriate percentage of compensation to the ICP owner. [Web Servers] 
IP's. NP's are in a position to receive encrypted verification from third parties involved in the 
transaction, including WSO's, that consideration in accordance with the terms specified by the 
original property holder as delineated in the format of the proper copy of the property has been 
accessed and accounted for. Web Servers witness that the requirements set forth in the proper 
copy were met before downloading the proper copy of any ICP to a consumer, and may further 
inform the ICP owner that a transaction has occurred. From the properties [mochila] TCI the 
requirements of legal transfer may be extracted by the involved Network or Internet service 
provider. 

In a further embodiment of the present invention, after receiving indication that a 
properly formatted copy of a ICP is in position to be transferred within a Web Servers domain, 
the Web Server may then gate not only the transmission of the ICP but the financial transaction 
as well; seeing that the conditions of the terms embedded or contained with the ICP are met, the 
Web server may then receive payment from the customer, further distributing each portion of the 
payment received to all interested parties, ICP owner or distributor. In this embodiment of the 
present invention the relationship of the web server to the consumer is expanded to include that 
an account and further compensatory responsibilities exist between the Web Server and the 
consumer doing business within a particular Web Servers Domain. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention multiple levels of distribution of 
ICP's are to be anticipated. In example, the consumer of the above scenario may decide to send a 
copy of music from publisher "M" to a friend. In this example Customer "C" sends an email with 
a recently purchased ICP music attachment to friend "F\ Because the music is a proper copy of 
the ICP, the Web Server gates the transmission of the ICP music file until friend "F' agrees to 
become customer "F\ In this instance customer "F' then must established accountability to the 


original ICP owner via the Web Server or through a third party with whom customer "F' has an 
account to insure payment in agreement with the terms specified by the proper copy of the ICP. 
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In the preferred embodiment of the present invention customer "C" has also downloaded 
with the music ICP a sampler program which assists customer "C in further becoming a 
distributor of the music files from publisher "M". This program contains a sampler of the music 
customer "C" has downloaded. When customer "C" sends an email to friend "F\ customer "C" 
may include the sample program, so that friend "F' may hear a sample of the music of publisher 
"M" before deciding to purchase the ICP. This sampler may reside on friend "F"s portable or 
remote device for a specified period of time or playbacks before the option of further playbacks 
is negated in accordance with the sample program. The proper copy of the ICP may also reside in 
the domain of the Web Server should friend "F* decide to become customer "F\ or purchase 
information may simply reside upon friend "F"s remote device in the form of the sample 
program, or residual there of, ready to consummate the transaction from within or beyond friend 
"F"s Web Servers domain at the request of friend "F\ 

The present invention is fluid in its ability to adapt to market driven commerce. The 
above example may be employed to further illustrate this point Should music publisher "M" 
realize that there is some potential in affiliation with small "distributors" such as customer "C", 
publisher "M" may provide incentives for small distributors to promote publisher "M"'s music. 
Programs associated with properly formatted ICP's, or the records of transference within the 
domains of Web Servers may serve to establish rebates, spiffs* credits or compensation to sub 
distributors of properly formatted and notated ICP's. 

The present invention is capable of encompassing multiple fields of commerce, and 
accommodating the requirements there of. The transactional needs of the broad spectrum of 
commodities represented by ICP's are vast. Samplers may work well for music, or software, but 
perhaps not for engineering or pharmaceutical ICP's. The requirements of transferring ICP's will 
also vary extensively in accordance with the demands of individual property holders. The 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is capable of addressing the requirements of 
specific ICP's and more. Large capital items may require negotiation in prefacing the 
consummation of a transaction. In this instance properly formatted ICP's may establish areas 
where property holders are negotiable, or regions of compensation which may be adjusted in 
accordance with the particulars of buyers and sellers. Further, properly formatted [ICP'c] ICP's 
may infer nothing more than floors from which negotiations may depart. An example of this type 
of transaction would include a potential consumer agreeing to a financial commitment in 
advance of downloading specific information required to arrive at a bargaining floor. In a similar 
variation of the above delineated process, the present invention may also be employed in 
instigating electronic auctions, whereby consumers first consider the resources being auctioned, 
and establish a secure relationship for the transfer of consideration, before arriving at an 
agreeable compensation for the transference of ICP's. 

ICP's are often held by large entities, seeking to increase market shares and dominance, 
but the contribution of the individual ICP holder will not be denied in the social political, legal, 
and technological landscape of present and future ages. The present invention addresses this 
reality and facilitates a novel redistribution of distribution and accountability within our society. 


It is novel that by employing the present invention the depth and breath of commerce may 
expand exponentially while holding each transaction accountable to the interests of Intellectual 
and Copy written Property owners. 

5. 

It was earlier argued that the employment of [Transaction Code Identifiers] TCFs or 
URL addresses would become more useful to commerce than previously accepted techniques 
such as UPC codes. The author of the present invention believes that this will become apparent 
to anyone versed in the art of electronic commerce. While the present invention includes 
[transaction code identifiers] TCFs and web addresses as useful tools in holding all concerned 
parties accountable to the holders of ICP's, the present invention embraces other novel 
technologies in securing the interests of property owners. ICP's are defined as unique and 
identifiable both inside and outside the domain of electronic commerce. The uniqueness of every 
Intellectual or Copy Written Property is in itself a signature which is addressable within the 
domains of commerce, real and virtual. Within the digital domain, it may easily be fathomed by 
those versed in the art of electronic commerce that due to increases in computational power, 
speed and bandwidth, Intellectual or Copy Written Properties themselves will become 
recognizable to programs designed to identify ICP's against libraries of registered ICP's. As 
more of the worlds resources are digitized, referenced, cataloged and transferred within an 
expanding digital infrastructure there comes the ability to recognize the signature of an 
individual ICP, both part and whole. In like manner transfers of digital information may be 
scrutinized against digital reference libraries to insure that no transfers include improperly 
formatted ICP's and transactions as well as transfers may be reviewed, either sectionally or in 
entirety. It is herein suggested that in accordance with the consent of ICP holders, [Web Servers] 
IP's. NP's may also in their own best interest, come to sample the content of transactions being 
transferred within their domains against reference libraries of ICP's. This precaution being made 
to preclude the transmission of an ICP outside of public domain. As electronic commerce 
expands, the active scrutiny of Internet and Network Service providers suggested herein the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention may in fact become a requirement to the 
protection of Intellectual and Copy Written Properties which include programs, running within 
the electronic landscape but which are not obvious to end users, such as background Java 
programs. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, several objects and advantages of the present invention include: 

(a) improved accountability of consumers to owners of Intellectual and Copy written properties. 

(b) improved monitoring of transactions which involve Intellectual and Copy written properties. 

(c) a novel distribution structure which promotes commerce. 

(d) increased dissemination of the requirements of lawful transference of Intellectual and Copy 
written properties to consumers 

(e) facilitation of multiple, or tiered distribution schedules of Intellectual and Copy written 
properties. 

(f) improved distribution of Intellectual and Copy written properties through multiple 
distributors. 


(g) an improved system of collections from consumers for the holders of Intellectual and Copy 
written properties. 
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(h) a method for increasing consumer involvement in the proliferation of legally transferable 

Intellectual and Copy written properties. 

(i) a method for expanding the market for individual Intellectual and Copy written properties, 
(j) the establishment of transaction code identifiers as a requirement of transferring Intellectual 
and Copy written properties within the domains of electronic commerce. 

(k) the random or static sampling of electronic transfers within electronic domains against the 
signatures of Intellectual or Copy written Properties. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a flow chart indicating the prior art distribution channels for Intellectual and 
Copy written properties 

FIG. 2 shows the distribution path of Intellectual and Copy written properties in 
accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 3 shows a novel distribution and enumeration method for Intellectual and Copy 
written Properties in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 4 delineates a technique of sampling the content of an electronic file being 
transferred over the Internet for Intellectual or Copy written Properties. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shows the methodology in accordance to prior art distribution of Intellectual and 
Copy written properties. While the topic of discussion is extremely variable in its requirements 
and history, the basic prior art tenants of distribution are included herein. Traditionally the 
holders of Intellectual and Copy written properties are regarded as individuals, partners, 
corporations, and assignees. The transference of said property may be regarded from any 
aforementioned holder in a linear manner between the above parties, or may further include 
consumers outside of this assemblage. While the willful transference or licensing of any 
Intellectual or Copy Written Property may be regarded as an act of commerce, transference 
beyond the agreement and consent of the property holder is regarded as theft. 

Using again the example of copy written music, it is easy to see how multiple copies of a 
property may currently be transferred electronically via,the Internet without consent or 
consideration to the property holder, be they an individual, partners, a corporation, or an assignee 
of a particular property. The present invention serves to prevent trade or transfer of Intellectual 
or Copy written properties in digital mediums without the consent or deliverance of due 
consideration to the owner of such property. FIG. 2 illuminates the seed of a novel method of 
distribution for Intellectual and Copy written properties. While a detailed description of all of the 
potential acts of commerce embraced under the present invention are too innumerable to detail 
herein, it is believed that the spirit of the present 


invention will readily avail itself to those versed in the arts of commerce. 

In FIG 2, consumer "C" decides to shop for some music using a computer, browser and 
navigation software, a globally based, packet switched type digital telecommunication, cable, or 
fiber optic infrastructure employing digital networking of Internet Service Providers, routers, 
Network Service Providers, TCP/IP networking protocol, Internet Product Finding Directors, 
data synchronizing techniques, Product Information Servers, and further elements of software 
and structure referred to as the Internet. FIG. 2 further delineates a transaction which occurs 
after consumer "C" peruses the database of Music Merchant "M". In this instance, "C" logs on 
with Internet Provider "I", before accessing the library of Music Merchant "M" upon server "S" 
After having viewed several pages of html code and a sample of a particular artists music "A" 
transferred as an audio file to Customer "C'"s computer via the above mentioned encompassing 
Internet infrastructure, software programs, and protocols, Customer "C" decides to purchase a 
copy of audio file "A*". Audio file "A*" is a properly formatted copy of Copy Written Music 
and as such contains within its [mochila] TCI all or part of the following information: a 
[Transaction Code Identifier or designator,] copyw designator, and TCL distinguishing the file as 
Intellectual or Copy written Property, and therefore unique and bound to restrictions with regard 
to transfer, ownership, and proliferation; URL code(s), the name of the property holder, the 
name of the distributor, Trademark Information, the name of the property (song title), the name 
of the Publisher, descriptive text strings, requirements for purchase or transfer of ownership (or 
further resources if such transfer may not be accomplished directly over the Internet), product 
incentive information for further consumer / distributor dissemination, email addresses, further 
computer information such as a program (applet or Java for example), return form and route for 
documentation of sale, the name of the Internet Servers and Web Providers involved in the 
transfer of the file, phone numbers, HTML document(s), the front end of a program such as 
gopher, Internet domain name('s), the addresses of Web Servers, file type designations (audio), 
time / date code, FTP information, product update information, further artist information, artist 
tour dates and promotional material, pass words, music sample "A", warranty and service 
information, disclaimers, and accommodations for consumer feedback. All of the 
aforementioned may also be referenced by, as, or to, via single or multiple URL resources. The 
present invention further accommodates the customization of information contained within the 
transfer of property so as to be pertinent and valuable to the various requirements of individual 
transactions. Such information may reside as precursor, or be inbedded by artful manner within 
the property as is understood by those versed in the art of security. It should be apparent that 
beyond protecting the TCP holder, the employment of the present invention may also provide 
customized informational dissemination to the consumer with the intent of further promoting 
commerce. In the above example the purchaser of file "A*" is able to customize the transaction 
to include, access to further information upon completion of the sale. The customer may decide 
to accept no further distraction beyond purchasing the music, or may utilize a password 
downloaded with the proper copy "A*" to access further TCP material such as a downloadable 
free music video, or associated promotional artwork. 

To facilitate the transaction of music file "A*", consumer "C" places a request to 
purchase "A*". Server "S" receives the request and derives the requirements of sale from file 
"A*" or 


8. 


another on site URL. accessible to Server "S". Consumer "C" agrees to the terms described and 
bundled with file "A*", and makes arrangements with Server "S" to receive enumeration, or 
gives information to Server "S" granting Server "S" access to enumeration via an account held, 
and approved by a third party, or server "S" may simply receive encoded conformation that the 
terms of transfer have been met. Having met the conditions of sale, the file ""A*" is initiated for 
transfer from Server "S" and transferred to the possession of consumer "C\ to reside upon the 
portable device of consumer "C\ As the data is transferred from Server "S", it passes through 
the domain of Internet Provider "I" in route to customer "C\ The computer network of Internet 
Provider "I" recognizes the [Transaction Code Identifier or designator] copyw. or TCI ., 
associated with file "A*" and checks for encryption associated with the file initialized for 
transfer by Server "S" verifying that the requirements of transfer have already been met, then 
enables the routing of the transfer bundle through its domain. 

In Fig. 3 customer "C" is interested in further music from this particular artist, and finds 
in the downloaded bundle that there are incentives for successful transfers of music file "A*" 
which originate from customer "C\ Customer "C" has several friends who are interested in the 
latest music and customer "C" emails friends he believes may like the music of Artist "A". 
Customer "C" sends file "A*" to friend "F* as an attachment to an email, via. Internet Provider 
"I". Internet Provider "I" recognizes that a [Transaction Code Identifier] copyw. or TCI , has 
been uploaded within its domain. Internet Provider "I" further realizes that this file is being 
routed to the Internet Provider "F\ and lacking a request for downloading may choose to notate 
the origin of the file and its destination or simply enable the routing. 

As with any attachment, friend "F' may first view his email before deciding to download 
attachments.In his email to friend "F' customer "C" explains that by purchasing the proper copy 
from "C" instead of the original distributor, "C" will be given a priority opportunity to purchase 
concert tickets over the Internet in advance of sales to the general public when the Artist who 
produced file "A*" announces tour dates. Since customer "C offers to get friend "F' a good seat 
as well, Friend "F' decides to give the selection a listen, by hearing the sampler which is 
attached to file "A*", and detachable as a downloadable attachment requiring no act of 
commerce ("A"). If friend "F* likes what he hears in the sampler, he decides to become 
customer "F' by agreeing to the requirements of the purchase. Internet Provider "F' then makes 
certain that the requirements of transfer for the commercial property are met by either encrypted 
conformation from a third party that an account controlled by customer "F* has been debited 
accordingly, or by directly effecting the account already established between customer "F' and 
Internet Provider "F\ before enabling the download of proper copy "A*". 

Upon successful completion of the transfer of proper copy "A*" from Customer "C" to 
Customer "F' via Internet providers "F* and or "I", provider "F' transfers an electronic receipt 
of the transaction and or enumeration to music publisher "NT's server "S", in accordance with 
the information contained in the [mochila] copyw / TCI bundle "A*", to be downloaded at the 
further request of music publisher "NT. The receipt indicates the point of origin for the transfer, 
"C"s email address, and enables customer "C" to be entered into a roster for pre release ticket 
sales of the artists tour, by placing customer "C"s email address on the roster. 
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The above presented description of the present invention will not be successful if 
consumers 

have concerns regarding their privacy. It is therefore recommended that in the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, individuals are allowed the option of lesser involvement in 
the process of promoting commercial works. In the above example customer "C" should be 
allowed to present proper copies of file "A*" to acquaintances without further involvement in 
incentives from publisher "M" Also having accepted the requirements of purchasing the TCP in 
the above example, both customer "C" and "F* should also be given the option of being added to 
a mass email list from publisher "M'\ or selecting to be deleted from any further lists or 
references in the future. 

The present invention has extensive elasticity, and its merits include preclusive 
adaptability in promoting methods of commerce which are yet to be established. By way of 
illustration, there are methods of commerce not yet available, which the present invention will 
enable. Should organization "Z" decide to enter into the realm of niche marketing by packaging 
stock market tips, consumer reports, and online news personalized to the interests of individual 
subscribers, all downloaded to the music of Artist "A", the present invention accommodates the 
development of "Z" as a distributor of music "A*"; as the distribution of organization "Z"'s 
products develop into a larger presence. "A*" itself contains information regarding levels of 
distributorship, serves as a method of accounting within digital domains, and insures 
accountability of both parties living up to terms, regardless of the level of distribution, or how 
the terms of the agreement change therein. As such the present invention will serve to enable 
transactions as yet unanticipated in the development of commerce. 

Fig. 4 delineates the employment of libraries against which Internet providers or servers 
reference electronic data in preparation of transmission within their respective domains. As 
mentioned earlier ICP's may be made recognizable to programs designed to identify ICP's 
against libraries of registered ICP's. Every Intellectual or Copy written Property is unique and is 
in itself a signature which is addressable within the domains of commerce, real and virtual and 
may be recognizable both part and whole. In the illustration Server "S" randomly samples 
transmissions before downloading from its domain to consumers portable electronic devices. 
Should part or all of a transmission be found to contain part or the entirety of an improperly 
formatted or identified ICP Server "S" denies the fulfillment of the download to the involved 
party. Server "S" may then choose to offer a properly formatted copy of the ICP which it has 
identified to the involved party, or may make record of the parties attempting to effect the 
download against accountability to the owner of the ICP, or against any legal action with may 
evolve in the foreseeable future. It should be apparent from the above example that digital 
servers and providers may establish a level of accountability and degree of concern with regard 
to facilitating transmission of ICP's between fellow servers and providers, government agencies, 
and individual consumers; and that sampling techniques employed to identify pirate ICP's may 
reflect these levels of concern. 

Clearly the present invention raises issues of standardization and routing between 
multiple Service organizations and individuals. However the present invention is fluid enough to 
accommodate exceptions made between multiple Service Providers, ICP holders and customers 
in the interest of promoting commerce. The scope of the present invention embraces vast regions 
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of electronic commerce. As such the present inventions ability to adapt to and promote novel 
forms of commerce 

10. 

and distribution are distinguishing characteristics of the present invention. While the 
aforementioned delineation is intended to be exemplary, the author believes that multiple 
adaptions and extensions of the principals herein may be broached without departing from the 
spirit of the present invention. 
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Distribution, Recognition and Accountability System For Intellectual and 
Copy Written Properties in Digital Media's 


Field of Invention 

The present invention represents a method of regulating e-comerce in the interest of protecting 
property such as information, art, performances or ideas which are copy written, licensed or patented. 
The present invention will be applied in recognition and making accountable of electronic transference 
of property via the Internet or other electronic medium. 

History of the Invention 

The world of electronic commerce and information distribution is rapidly changing. With the 
increasing use of electronic media for the transference of copy written property there has arisen a need 
to hold such transactions accountable to the property holder. Downloadable music such as Mp3 files 
are an example of a product seeking a market solution for accountability in the electronic realm. The 
present invention provides such a solution for the owners of property which may be traded in the 
electronic marketplace. The concern to the property owner is with receiving payment for the transfer 
of said property, when unaccounted for copies of the property are being distributed from individual to 
individual. As the velocity of computing power increases into the future, the ability to detect and 
record transactions of property across the electronic medias will be more readily enabled. 

Patent law has not allowed its grasp to become stagnant in embracing the requirements of the 
virtual world. For this reason we now witness the consideration of business activities via. electronic 
mediums as novel, and companies are scrambling to posses the nuts and bolts of doing business in 
the cyber world. US. Patent number 5,960,41 1, Method and System for Placing a Purchase Order 
via a Communications Network" is an example of such recent developments, as is US. Patent # 
5,191,573, Method for Transmitting a Desired Digital Video or Audio Signal", also US. Patent * 
5,715,314, "Network Sales System". 

While these patents relate to business within electronic medium, US method of doing business 
patent's number 5,926,796, "Method and Apparatus for Selling Subscriptions to Periodicals in a 
Retail Environment" and US. Patent 5,950,173, "System and Method for Delivering Consumer 
Product Related information to Consumers Within Retail Environments using Internet-Based 
Information Servers and Sales Agents" hearken back to the retail environment as a resource to 
instigate beneficial commerce between multiple parties. The latter is particularly interesting and 
somewhat short sighted in that products may be referenced by the antiquated "UPC" system in 
collusion or in deference to web resource codes, rather than simply by HTML codes and URL 
identification exclusively, as may be the way of the future. URL's are unique identifiers, which are 
universally accepted and readily access more pertinent information than "UPC" codes. 
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The present invention is concerned with holding accountable the proliferation of copy written, 
or intellectual property via electronic mediums. Currently there are several suggested solutions to hold 
individuals, institutions and corporations accountable to intellectual or copy written proprietors. An 
example is the "Secure Digital Music Initiative", an organization which is soliciting suggestions to 
standardize a method of protection in coordination with producers of music, electronic hardware and 
electronic service organizations. 


Summary of the Invention 


Certain elements must be present for a transaction of property in the from of digital data files 
to be held accountable in the electronic realm . Such property must be identifiable via, a particular ^t^^^T 
coding to be recognized byflnternet servers) world wide. Such a code could be in the form of a ^ "^n ifffj ^r 
precursor, not unlike the universally recognized "http://" employed in the world wide web, or perhaps Q^^ffi^*- 
by property type, not unlike the .edu, .mil, .com, .org designations also employed in web tw^A 
addressing. Coding for the promotion of commerce in electronic media is herein referred to as a ^erve^ 
Transaction Code Identifier. Along with a Transaction Code Identifier further specific descriptors of ™ 
the type of information contained in the file, the identity of the property owner, and the requirements 
to be agreed to by the recipient before the file is transferred may be bundled with the actual digital i ^ ^ ft 

property file to make a(mochilaJ or bundle which may be transferred as a whole via electronic medlas. #- 

In the process of making a transaction, further information must be transferred between parties. There 
must be information on the purchaser, a method of payment and further information to provide 
security for both the purchaser and the purchasee. Transaction coding may be in the form of inbedded 
coding, interlaced within the actual product so as to make it difficult to remove the transaction related 
information. It is her ein suggested that Transaction Code Identifiers may be identified by the word or QjrfViM) 
coding{S4ochila'3but the actual term used is not as significant as its intended function, and the ^rv 
present invention should not be limited by such manner. ^r^? 

That the property is prefaced by or bundled with a Transaction Code Identifier shall define a Vwr 3bx u 
copy of said property as a proper copy. Proper copies of copy written properties will then be offered '{^yj^p^ 
by servers to be dawnloadetflo consumers via. electronic transference upon consent of tht consumer Vu+^oi 
to provide enumeration from an account under the control of the consumer. The proper copy of the top^U)) 
property file may then be downloaded to the consumer for personal usage. Currently Intellectual or 1/5 ffip. 
Copy written Properties are traded via a single "manufacture", or through a small number of vendors 
who have license with the original supplier to be distributors. Upon the consumer seeking out a 
particular product, or viewing an online catalog, consumers may request further information on a 
product or instigate the ordering process. There are multiple scenarios and processes which occur at 
this point. The customer may make a request by clicking on a button which calls a specific URL, or 
begins the process of downloading a JAVA program which initiates the sales process by addressing 
the computational issues from the consumers computer. There are multiple security systems that are 
being used and proposed to make the process secure. However certain information must be 
transferred regarding the consumer and the supplier to effectively insure a successful transaction. 
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Pursuant to the present invention the [Transaction Code Identifierjshall reside as a dormant Cqc^t 
aspect of the property file upon the consumers computer. Software shall specify that the code will 
neither be heard or seen as part of the property file, and the code will not interfere with the function 
or enjoyment of the downloaded property. 

When files are uploaded to a server as email or attachments the server will scan the 
transmission for Transaction Code Identifiers. Upon uploa ding, or in preparation of downloading tq^ Se*^£e£ 
an addressee, if a transaction code is recognized thejserverjwill gate the transmission with regard to ^^^^r^ 
the proper copy of the property until the requirements of downloading are met by the recipient. If the ~Ff^^S£ 
transmission originates from a commercial source, the requirements of the downloading must also be — ) °^ 
met before commencing downloading. This arrangement shall place^servers/in the position of \ ^^T^^^( 
monitoring data that is being transmitted through their systems. It will then become an issue for C^^Y 
network servers to address the further proliferation of copies of properly formatted properties. 

What is unique about the above delineation is that producers of intellectual property and ^ Servr &c5 ; 
consumers of intellectual property may be regarded equally by network servers. There are vendors of ^ck^c\\^r 
copy written material, and when consumers themselves proliferate copies of said copy written fo)\/ffiOr5 
material, they are in effect defacto distributors of said copy written material. While the consideration 
given to the defacto distributors may be non monetary, ie. in some way intrinsic or in other ways Ip-—-—- J? 
rewarding to the defacto distributors, before the property file is transferred by the server, the recipient rD ^ i — 


must agree to become a consumer of the product, ie. they must agree to the terms specified to receive _SejrV&c5 
the download. Herein all transfers of intellectual or copy written property are held accountable via.__ 
fserversjto the property holder, regardless of the originator of the transaction. It then becomes the ^ 


position of the web servers to be responsive to the needs of property holders. ^ ^> ^dp ^3 

^___Itis easy to see this relatiOTshigbetween property holders^eb servers^ defacto distributors f\f 
^and customersjnay^ ^eifcrmed gratis by(web servers] because commerce on the Internet is in tho^ -j^pj^ 
fweb serversjbest interest However, it is also foreseeable that as the computational power, due /\ff*5*^ 
diligence, or the task of keeping ahead of freeloaders becomes more burdensome, web servers may ~ " 
wish to establish themselves as technological resources, with research and programing platforms to 
offer for a price to property holders. It is further forseeable that web servers may also make 
themselves statistically-accountable to property holders. While it is understood tha* ther? will always ^pj^ 
be a percentage of freeloaders who succeed in evading the resources of property holders (web" 7* jffi^* 

serversjjand third parties interested in holding consumers accountable, particular|web serversjmay "7 * 

choose to account for estimated losses and compensate property holders as guarantors of private ^ -X"ffi ^ 
property, in an attempt to increase the trafficking of properties through specific web servers. A^P^5 

In the preferred embodiment of present invention^web serversjbnter the marketplace as wilimgl j^f^ 
providers of accountability to intellectual and copy written property holders, whose property is ' Aff f ^ ^ 

transferred through their domains. The present invention changes the directionality and accountability 
previously associated with traditional methods of doing business. Previously there was a flow of 
accountability from manufacture, to distributor, to retailer, to consumer, to agents which are 
ultimately responsive to the original manufacture to insure that theft at any level is avoided and 
accountability to the interests of the Intellectual or Copy written property holder is ultimately 
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maintained. In the preferred embodiment of the present invention the directional flow of product and 
accountability is altered. All parties interested in the proliferation of Copy written or Intellectual 
property may be regarded as distributors. The act of distributing Intellectual or Copy written property 
may or may not be ultimately compensated by the property owner; but transfers will not occur from^^ ^-p 
the domain of a[web serverjvithout meeting the requirements set forth by the owners of said ^> / 
Intellectual or Copy written Property. 

The owner of a given Intellectual or Copy written Property (ICP), may establish distribution 
rights on several levels with numerous vendors. For example, music publisher M, may decide to have 
an ICP distributed through several web service organizations (WSO's). These web service 
organizations may have music web sites where customers shop for music. Customers may sample 
selections of music from a WSO's web sites before deciding to purchase downloads of proper copies 
of music. These WSO's will be able to effectively receive payment from the consumer, in accordance ^ pj^ 
^withj^terms specified by the original prope rty holder as delineated in the format of the proper copy^ ^ZZ ir^' 
fyOPlA- W or tosji? 00 ^^^ ^ e property .[Web serven^monitoring their domain see a properly formatted ICP and \^qg^^ 
— -M] the transmission of the ICP is gated until the requirement of the ICP are met. After completing the 

transfer, the WSO's transfer the appropriate percentage of compensation to the ICP ownerLWeb 3^PJ$ 
Serversjare in a position to receive encrypted verification from third parties involved in the ^JJfl^ 

transaction, including WSO's, that consideration in accordance with the terms specified by the 

original property holder as delineated in the format of the proper copy of the property has been 

accessed and accounted for. Web Servers witness that the requirements set forth in the proper copy 

were met before downloading the proper copy of any ICP to a consumer, and may furt her inform the^ 

ICP owner that a transaction has occurred. From the properties (mochilajthe requirements of legal ^ T^C£~ 

transfer may be extracted by the involved Network or Internet service provider. 

In a further embodiment of the present invention, after receiving indication that a properly 
formatted copy of a ICP is in position to be transferred within a Web Servers domain, the Web Server 
may then gate not only the transmission of the ICP but the financial transaction as well; seeing that the 
conditions of the terms embedded or contained with the ICP are met, the Web server may then receive 
payment from the customer, further distributing each portion of the payment received to all interested 
parties, ICP owner or distributor. In this embodiment of the present invention the relationship of the 
web server to the consumer is expanded to include that an account and further compensatory 
responsibilities exist between the Web Server and the consumer doing business within a particular 
Web Servers Domain. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention multiple levels of distribution of ICP's 
are to be anticipated. In example, the consumer of the above scenario may decide to send a copy of 
music from publisher "M" to a friend. In this example Customer "C" sends an email with a recently 
purchased ICP music attachment to friend "F'. Because the music is a proper copy of the ICP, the 
Web Server gates the transmission of the ICP music file until friend "F* agrees to become customer 
"F\ In this instance customer "F" then must established accountability to the original ICP owner via 
the Web Server or through a third party with whom customer "F' has an account to insure payment in 
agreement with the terms specified by the proper copy of the ICP. 
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In the preferred embodiment of the present invention customer "C" has also downloaded with 
the music ICP a sampler program which assists customer "C" in further becoming a distributor of the 
music files from publisher "M". This program contains a sampler of the music customer "C" has 
downloaded. When customer "C" sends an email to friend "F\ customer "C" may include the sample 
program, so that friend "F" may hear a sample of the music of publisher "M" before deciding to 
purchase the ICP. This sampler may reside on friend "F"s portable or remote device for a specified 
period of time or playbacks before the option of further playbacks is negated in accordance with the 
sample program. The proper copy of the ICP may also reside in the domain of the Web Server should 
friend "F" decide to become customer "F'\ or purchase information may simply reside upon friend 
"F"s remote device in the form of the sample program, or residual there of, ready to consummate the 
transaction from within or beyond friend "F"s Web Servers domain at the request of friend "F". 

The present invention is fluid in its ability to adapt to market driven commerce. The above 
example may be employed to further illustrate this point. Should music publisher "M" realize that 
there is some potential in affiliation with small "distributors" such as customer "C", publisher "M" 
may provide incentives for small distributors to promote publisher "M"'s music. Programs associated 
with properly formatted ICP's, or the records of transference within the domains of Web Servers may 
serve to establish rebates, spiffs, credits or compensation to sub distributors of properly formatted 
and notated ICP's. 

The present invention is capable of encompassing multiple fields of commerce, and 
accommodating the requirements there of. The transactional needs of the broad spectrum of 
commodities represented by ICP's are vast. Samplers may work well for music, or software, but 
perhaps not for engineering or pharmaceutical ICP's. The requirements of transferring ICP's will also 
vary extensively in accordance with the demands of individual property holders. The preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is capable of addressing the requirements of specific ICP's and 
more. Large capital items may require negotiation in prefacing the consummation of a transaction. In 
this instance properly formatted ICP's may establish areas where property holders are negotiable, or 
regions of compensation which may be adjus ted in accordance with the particulars of buyers and ^ --p^^y 
sellers. Further, properly formatted|lCP]c]may infer nothing more than floors from which ' * " 

negotiations may depart An example of this type of transaction would in-? 1 "^? ? potential consumer 
agreeing to a financial commitment in advance of downloading specific information required to arrive 
at a bargaining floor. In a similar variation of the above delineated process, the present invention may 
also be employed in instigating electronic auctions, whereby consumers first consider the resources 
being auctioned, and establish a secure relationship for the transfer of consideration, before arriving at 
an agreeable compensation for the transference of ICP's. 

ICP's are often held by large entities, seeking to increase market shares and dominance, but 
the contribution of the individual ICP holder will not be denied in the social political, legal, and 
technological landscape of present and future ages. The present invention addresses this reality and 
facilitates a novel redistribution of distribution and accountability within our society. It is novel that 
by employing the present invention the depth and breath of commerce may expand exponentially 
while holding each transaction accountable to the interests of Intellectual and Copy written Property 
owners. 5. 


It was earlier argued that the employment of [Transaction Code Identifiers^ URL addresses . 
would become more useful to commerce than previously accepted techniques such as UPC codes. 
The author of the present invention believes that this will become apparent to anyone vers ed in thej ut ( 
of electronic commerce. While the present invention includesjtransaction code identifiers] and web *T"£<E^ 
addresses as useful tools in holding all concerned parties accountable to the holders of ICP's, the 
present invention embraces other novel technologies in securing the interests of property owners. 
ICP's are defined as unique and identifiable both inside and outside the domain of electronic 
commerce. The uniqueness of every Intellectual or Copy Written Property is in itself a signature 
which is addressable within the domains of commerce, real and virtual. Within the digital domain, it 
may easily be fathomed by those versed in the art of electronic commerce that due to increases in 
computational power, speed and bandwidth, Intellectual or Copy Written Properties themselves will 
become recognizable to programs designed to identify ICP's against libraries of registered ICP's. As 
more of the worlds resources are digitized, referenced, cataloged and transferred within an expanding 
digital infrastructure there comes the ability to recognize the signature of an individual ICP, both part 
and whole. In like manner transfers of digital information may be scrutinized against digital reference 
libraries to insure that no transfers include improperly formatted ICP's and transactions as well as 
transfers may be reviewed, either sectionally or in entirety. It is herein suggested that in accordance 
with the consent of ICP holdersjWeb Seiversjmay also in their own best interest, come to sample fne~ 

content of transactions being transferred within their domains against reference libraries of ICP's. 

This precaution being made to preclude the transmission of an ICP outside of public domain. As 
electronic commerce expands, the active scrutiny of Internet and Network Service providers 
suggested herein the preferred embodiment of the present invention may in fact become a requirement 
to the protection of Intellectual and Copy Written Properties which include programs, running within 
the electronic landscape but which are not obvious to end users, such as background Java programs. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, several objects and advantages of the present invention include: 

(a) improved accountability of consumers to owners of Intellectual and Copy written properties. 

(b) improved monitoring of transactions which involve Intellectual and Copy written properties. 

(c) a novel distribution structure which promotes commerce. 

(d) increased dissemination of the requirements of lawful transference of Intellectual and Copy written 

properties to consumers 

(e) facilitation of multiple, or tiered distribution schedules of Intellectual and Copy written properties. 
(0 improved distribution of Intellectual and Copy written properties through multiple distributors. 

(g) an improved system of collections from consumers for the holders of Intellectual and Copy written 

properties. 

(h) a method for increasing consumer involvement in the proliferation of legally transferable 
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Intellectual and Copy written properties, 
(i) a method for expanding the market for individual Intellectual and Copy written properties, 
(j) the establishment of transaction code identifiers as a requirement of transferring Intellectual and 

Copy written properties within the domains of electronic commerce, 
(k) the random or static sampling of electronic transfers within electronic domains against the 

signatures of Intellectual or Copy written Properties. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a flow chart indicating the prior art distribution channels for Intellectual and Copy 
written properties 

FIG. 2 shows the distribution path of Intellectual and Copy written properties in accordance 

with the present invention. 
RG. 3 shows a novel distribution and enumeration method for Intellectual and Copy 

written Properties in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 4 delineates a technique of sampling the content of an electronic file being transferred 

over the Internet for Intellectual or Copy written Properties. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

RG. 1 shows the methodology in accordance to prior art distribution of Intellectual and Copy 
written properties. While the topic of discussion is extremely variable in its requirements and history, 
the basic prior art tenants of distribution are included herein. Traditionally the holders of Intellectual 
and Copy written properties are regarded as individuals, partners, corporations, and assignees. The 
transference of said property may be regarded from any aforementioned holder in a linear manner 
between the above parties, or may further include consumers outside of this assemblage. While the 
willful transference or licensing of any Intellectual or Copy Writtrn Property may be regarded as an 
act of commerce, transference beyond the agreement and consent of the property holder is regarded as 
theft. 

Using again the example of copy written music, it is easy to see how multiple copies of a 
property may currently be transferred electronically via,the Internet without consent or consideration 
to the property holder, be they an individual, partners, a corporation, or an assignee of a particular 
property. The present invention serves to prevent trade or transfer of Intellectual or Copy written 
properties in digital mediums without the consent or deliverance of due consideration to the owner of 
such property. FIG. 2 illuminates the seed of a novel method of distribution for Intellectual and Copy 
written properties. While a detailed description of all of the potential acts of commerce embraced 
under the present invention are too innumerable to detail herein, it is believed that the spirit of the 
present invention will readily avail itself to those versed in the arts of commerce. 
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In FIG 2, consumer "C" decides to shop for some music using a computer, browser and 
navigation software, a globally based, packet switched type digital telecommunication, cable, or fiber 
optic infrastructure employing digital networking of Internet Service Providers, routers, Network 
Service Providers, TCP/IP networking protocol, Internet Product Finding Directors, data 
synchronizing techniques, Product Information Servers, and further elements of software and 
structure referred to as the Internet. FIG. 2 further delineates a transaction which occurs after 
consumer "C" peruses the database of Music Merchant "M" In this instance, "C" logs on with 
Internet Provider T\ before accessing the library of Music Merchant "M" upon server "S" After 
having viewed several pages of html code and a sample of a particular artists music "A" transferred as 
an audio file to Customer "C"s computer via the above mentioned encompassing Internet 
infrastructure, software programs, and protocols, Customer "C" decides to purchase a copy of audio 
file "A*". Audio file "A*" is a properly formatted co py of Copy Written Music and as such contains ^ 
within its(mochila]all or part of the following information: afTransaction Code Identifier or designator?! 1 ^ 
distinguishing the file as Intellectual or Copy written Property, and therefore unique and bound to \^ 
restrictions with regard to transfer, ownership, and proliferation; URL code(s), the name of the Cjbf^j) 
property holder, the name of the distributor, Trademark Information, the name of the property (song de^i^nocfer 
title), the name of the Publisher, descriptive text strings, requirements for purchase or transfer of GLrvL } 
ownership (or further resources if such transfer may not be accomplished directly over the Internet), J^C/C- 
product incentive information for further consumer / distributor dissemination, email addresses, 
further computer information such as a program (applet or Java for example), return form and route 
for documentation of sale, the name of the Internet Servers and Web Providers involved in the 
transfer of the file, phone numbers, HTML documents), the front end of a program such as gopher, 
Internet domain name('s), the addresses of Web Servers, file type designations (audio), time / date 
code, FTP information, product update information, further artist information, artist tour dates and 
promotional material, pass words, music sample "A", warranty and service information, disclaimers, 
and accommodations for consumer feedback. All of the aforementioned may also be referenced by, 
as, or to, via single or multiple URL resources. The present invention further accommodates the 
customization of information contained within the transfer of property so as to be pertinent and 
valuable to the various requirements of individual transaction?. Sv.ch information may reside as 
precursor, or be inbedded by artful manner within the property as is understood by those versed in the 
art of security. It should be apparent that beyond protecting the TCP holder, the employment of the 
present invention may also provide customized informational dissemination to the consumer with the 
intent of further promoting commerce. In the above example the purchaser of file "A*" is able to 
customize the transaction to include, access to further information upon completion of the sale. The 
customer may decide to accept no further distraction beyond purchasing the music, or may utilize a 
password downloaded with the proper copy "A*" to access further TCP material such as a 
downloadable free music video, or associated promotional artwork. 

To facilitate the transaction of music file "A*", consumer "C" places a request to purchase 
"A*". Server "S" receives the request and derives the requirements of sale from file "A*" or another 
on site URL. accessible to Server "S" Consumer "C" agrees to the terms described and bundled with 
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file "A*", and makes arrangements with Server "S" to receive enumeration, or gives information to 

Server "S" granting Server "S" access to enumeration via an account held, and approved by a third 

party, or server "S" may simply receive encoded conformation that the terms of transfer have been 

met Having met the conditions of sale, the file ""A*" is initiated for transfer from Server "S" and 

transferred to the possession of consumer "C", to reside upon the portable device of consumer "C" 

As the data is transferred from Server "S", it passes through the domain of Internet Provider 'T'jn 

route to customer "C'\ The computer network of Internet Provider "I" recognizes the{jransactioir ^JJj^Jr ' 

Code Identifier or designatOT]associated with file "A*" and checks for encryption associated with the — 

file initialized for transfer by Server "S" verifying that the requirements of transfer have already been 
met, then enables the routing of the transfer bundle through its domain. 

In Fig. 3 customer "C" is interested in further music from this particular artist, and finds in the 
downloaded bundle that there are incentives for successful transfers of music file "A*" which 
originate from customer "C". Customer "C" has several friends who are interested in the latest music 
and customer "C" emails friends he believes may like the music of Artist "A". Customer "C" sends 
file "A*" to friend "F" as an attachment to an email, via. Internet Provider "I". Internet Provider "I" Cofi 
recognizes that a(Transaction Code Identifier) has been uploaded within its domain. Internet Provider^ CHT 
"I" further realizes that this file is being routed to the Internet Provider "F\ and lacking a request for 
downloading may choose to notate the origin of the file and its destination or simply enable the 
routing. 

As with any attachment, friend "F" may first view his email before deciding to download 
attachments.In his email to friend "F" customer "C" explains that by purchasing the proper copy from 
"C" instead of the original distributor, "C" will be given a priority opportunity to purchase concert 
tickets over the Internet in advance of sales to the general public when the Artist who produced file 
"A*" announces tour dates. Since customer "C" offers to get friend "F* a good seat as well, Friend 
"F" decides to give the selection a listen, by hearing the sampler which is attached to file "A*", and 
detachable as a downloadable attachment requiring no act of commerce ("A"). If friend "F' likes what 
he hears in the sampler, he decides to become customer "F" by agreeing to the requirements of the 
purchase. Internet Provider "F" then makes certain that the requirements of transfer for the 
commercial property are met by either encrypted conformation from a third party that an account 
controlled by customer "F" has been debited accordingly, or by directly effecting the account already 
established between customer "F* and Internet Provider "F\ before enabling the download of proper 
copy "A*". 

Upon successful completion of the transfer of proper copy "A*" from Customer "C" to 
Customer "F" via Internet providers "F" and or "I", provider "F" transfers an electronic receipt of the 
transaction and or enumeration to music publisher "M"'s server "S" in accordance with the . 
information contained in the{mochilaJ|bundle "A*", to be downloaded at the further request ot music/" 
publisher "M" The receipt indicates the point of origin for the transfer, "C"s email address, and ^£31 

enables customer "C" to be entered into a roster for pre release ticket sales of the artists tour, by - 

placing customer "C'"s email address on the roster. 

The above presented description of the present invention will not be successful if consumers 
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have concerns regarding their privacy. It is therefore recommended that in the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, individuals are allowed the option of lesser involvement in the process of 
promoting commercial works. In the above example customer "C" should be allowed to present 
proper copies of file "A*" to acquaintances without further involvement in incentives from publisher 
"M". Also having accepted the requirements of purchasing the TCP in the above example, both 
customer "C" and "F" should also be given the option of being added to a mass email list from 
publisher "M", or selecting to be deleted from any further lists or references in the future. 

The present invention has extensive elasticity, and its merits include preclusive adaptability in 
promoting methods of commerce which are yet to be established. By way of illustration, there are 
methods of commerce not yet available, which the present invention will enable. Should organization 
"Z" decide to enter into the realm of niche marketing by packaging stock market tips, consumer 
reports, and online news personalized to the interests of individual subscribers, all downloaded to the 
music of Artist "A", the present invention accommodates the development of "Z" as a distributor of 
music "A*"; as the distribution of organization "Z"'s products develop into a larger presence. "A*" 
itself contains information regarding levels of distributorship, serves as a method of accounting 
within digital domains, and insures accountability of both parties living up to terms, regardless of the 
level of distribution, or how the terms of the agreement change therein. As such the present invention 
will serve to enable transactions as yet unanticipated in the development of commerce. 

Fig. 4 delineates the employment of libraries against which Internet providers or servers 
reference electronic data in preparation of transmission within their respective domains. As mentioned 
earlier ICP's may be made recognizable to programs designed to identify ICP's against libraries of 
registered ICP's. Every Intellectual or Copy written Property is unique and is in itself a signature 
which is addressable within the domains of commerce, real and virtual and may be recognizable both 
part and whole. In the illustration Server "S" randomly samples transmissions before downloading 
from its domain to consumers portable electronic devices. Should part or all of a transmission be 
found to contain part or the entirety of an improperly formatted or identified I CP Server "S" denies the 
fulfillment of the download to the involved party. Server "S" may then choose to offer a properly 
formatted copy of the ICP which it has identified to the involved party, or may make record of the 
parties attempting to effect the^download against accountability to the owner of the ICP, or against any 
legal action with may evolve in the foreseeable future. It should be apparent from the above example 
that digital servers and providers may establish a level of accountability and degree of concern with 
regard to facilitating transmission of ICP's between fellow servers and providers, government 
agencies, and individual consumers; and that sampling techniques employed to identify pirate ICP's 
may reflect these levels of concern. 

Clearly the present invention raises issues of standardization and routing between multiple 
Service organizations and individuals. However the present invention is fluid enough to accommodate 
exceptions made between multiple Service Providers, ICP holders and customers in the interest of 
promoting commerce. The scope of the present invention embraces vast regions of electronic 
commerce. As such the present inventions ability to adapt to and promote novel forms of commerce 
and distribution are distinguishing characteristics of the present invention. While the aforementioned 
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delineation is intended to be exemplary, the author believes that multiple adaptions and extensions of 
the principals herein may be broached without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 
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